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Dwellings Energy Assessment Procedure Published by SEI 

Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) has today published details of the Dwellings Energy Assessment Procedure (DEAP).  The DEAP is the procedure for assessing the energy performance of new dwellings, for the purpose of demonstrating compliance with Part L (Conservation of Fuel and Energy) of the national Building Regulations. DEAP is recognised by Technical Guidance Document L (May 2006 edition) published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  
The procedure published today by SEI consists of a Spreadsheet Workbook and User Manual which will be helpful to the designers and builders of new dwellings, and can be downloaded from www.sei.ie/epbd.
An official software tool will be developed, over the coming months, to allow for the production of Building Energy Rating (BER) certificates - ratings (A, B, C, D etc) will be related to the energy performance of new dwellings, as established under DEAP; and Advisory Reports to be attached to BER advising on how to improve building energy performance.

BER certificates and Advisory Reports are required by the EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive- EPBD (2002/91/EC of 16 December 2002); and will be mandatory for new dwellings in Ireland, with effect from 1 January 2007*.  

The DEAP procedure is being published by SEI on behalf of the Government’s EPBD Working Group, comprising senior officials from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, and SEI.   The procedure has been formulated in accordance with the draft European (pr EN ISO 13790) standard and draws heavily on the calculation procedures and tabulated data of the Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP) for new dwellings used in the UK.   
Mr David Taylor, Chief Executive of SEI, said: “The publication of the DEAP is a vital step in the implementation of the EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive in Ireland.  The Directive contains a range of provisions aimed at improving energy performance in buildings, including making energy efficiency an explicit consideration in the housing market.  Building Energy Rating (BER) will assist prospective homebuyers and tenants in the decisions they make when purchasing or renting dwellings. The Advisory Report associated with the BER will help home owners/ landlords, in planning energy efficiency improvements.” 
*The operative date of 1 January 2007 is subject to the transitional exemption set out in the Building Regulations (Amendment) Regulations 2005, for construction works for which planning permission or approval is applied for on or before 30 June 2006, provided substantial work has been completed by 30 June 2008.
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