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Ireland’s Energy Import dependency rose to 90% in 2005 

Provisional Energy Balance Unveiled at The Energy Show 2006

Irelands Energy Import dependency increased to 90% last year according to provisional figures announced by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) at the official opening of The Energy Show 2006. The figures, compiled annually by SEI to monitor Ireland’s Energy Balance, the supply and demand for energy in Ireland in a given year, also showed that electricity generated from wind energy increased by 70% in 2005. The figures also indicate that while economic activity increased by 4.7% in 2005, overall primary energy use has continued its de-coupling trend since 2002 with this figure increasing by 2.4% in 2005.  

Opening the Energy Show, Mr. Noel Dempsey TD, Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources said, “We have made huge progress in developing Ireland's renewable energy resource, and have made renewable energy accessible to all sectors of the economy, not just through the existing programmes run by SEI but through a suite of new measures that make renewable energy accessible to all. We are launching a new biomass heating and CHP grant aid programme, and a €205m excise relief programme, coupled with grant aid, for biofuels.” 

“Most recently, I launched the Renewble Energy Feed in Tariff Programme for renewable electricity. These are major developments which will have a significant impact on the development of a vibrant renewable energy industry in Ireland and will contribute to security of supply, environmental sustainability and competitiveness. This Show is evidence of the ever increasing appetite and demand for renewable and sustainable energy products and practices and I am heartened by the level of interest in the Show,” added Minister Dempsey. 

According to David Taylor, Chief Executive of SEI, “The interest in this year’s Energy Show has been excellent. It is evident that, now more than ever, businesses are keen to adopt robust energy efficiency measures as a means to reducing costs. The Energy Show will empower all businesses to make informed decisions about meeting their energy needs in a suitable manner going forward. “
The Energy Show, which is organised by SEI, and being held in the RDS, Industries Hall today and tomorrow, Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th May, has seen an unprecedented interest in both its exhibition and seminar programme.  The Show includes over 140 Irish and International exhibitors. The show’s seminar programme, which covers all aspects of energy efficiency and renewable energy, including topics such as liquid biofuels, renewable heating and energy management, is also fully subscribed.

The Show is a timely event given the fact that energy prices are at an all time high and oil supply shocks have led to a volatile energy market. It is vital for business to adopt energy efficiency measures in order to remain competitive.

For further information on the Energy Show 2006, log onto www.sei.ie/energyshow . 

-Ends-
Editors Notes:

About SEI
Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) was established on May 1st 2002, as a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy. SEI is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000 – 2006 with programmes part-financed by the European Union.        

SEI is encouraging business people interested in attending the show’s numerous seminars to register on-line at www.sei.ie/energyshow as a limited number of places now remain.  

Seminar Programme

The Energy Show also includes a seminar programme covering all aspects of energy efficiency and renewable energy.

A total of 8 seminars will be held over the 2 days.

· Renewable energy topics will include: Liquid Biofuels, Wind Energy, Renewable Heating, and Wood Heating. 
· Energy efficiency topics will include: Energy Management, Energy Audits and Surveys, Energy Efficient Buildings and Buildings for the Future.  
