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30th May 2006 
Ten Leading Companies Commit to Tackling High Energy Costs with SEI Energy Agreements Programme 
Potential for Ireland’s Top 50 energy using firms to save €50 million over          a 3-year period

Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) has today announced that ten of Ireland’s leading companies have entered into an Energy Agreements Programme that will see each company commit to undertake a fundamental review of their energy use by implementing a strategic and systematic approach to energy management.  The group of ten who today signed the Energy Agreement are expected to collectively save up to €20 million over the next three years.  In Ireland, 90% of overall energy use by industry is accounted for by just 10% of companies.  
CEOs from each of the ten companies attended a ceremony at Dublin Castle today where Mr. Noel Dempsey T.D., Minister for Communications, Marine, and Natural Resources, officially launched Sustainable Energy Ireland’s (SEI) Energy Agreements Programme.  The companies are Aughinish Alumina Limited; Astellas Ireland Company Limited (Dublin Plant); Glanbia Ingredients; Intel Ireland Ltd; H.J.Heinz Frozen & Chilled Foods Ltd; Lagan Cement; Pfizer Ireland Pharmaceuticals, Littleisland; Pfizer Ireland Pharmaceuticals, Loughbeg; Wyeth Medica Ireland (Newbridge) and Xerox (Europe) Limited.
The Energy Agreements Programme is based on the new Irish Energy Management Standard, IS 393. In addition to the ten companies already involved, the programme is to be expanded to incorporate a further 40 of the top energy users in Ireland.  SEI estimates that if the 50 largest energy using firms participated in the programme up to €50 million could be saved over a 3-year period.  
Mr. Noel Dempsey T.D., Minister for Communications, Marine, and Natural Resources, said “The ten companies signing up to the programme today set an excellent example to all sectors. Society as a whole will reap the benefits which accrue from the combined activities of these organisations. In particular, the individual consumer will benefit from the maintenance of their competitiveness. I am right behind the effort of these companies and encourage all major industrial energy users to come on board.“
According to SEI, the programme comes at a time when energy costs are at an all time high. Industrial competitiveness could be threatened if industry does not respond effectively.  SEI has based its programme on similar successful programmes in other European countries where participating firms have achieved typical savings of over 15% of their energy bills over several years of sustained action. 

Aughinish Alumina in Limerick, Ireland’s largest energy user, is the first company in Ireland to implement a formal Energy Management Standard delivering cost savings and significant energy efficiencies for the Company. Mr Damien Clancy, Managing Director of Aughinish Alumina, said: “Energy costs are absolutely paramount to us and the Standard has certainly made an important contribution to their reduction”. 
Mr David Taylor, Chief Executive of SEI commented: “The sustained increase in energy costs and the associated price volatility have added to the competitiveness pressures on Irish business.  When combined with additional concerns about future availability, and the cost of environmental compliance, energy becomes a strategic priority for many Irish companies.   The Energy Agreements Programme provides a strategic framework within which large energy users can address their energy needs and by doing so experience immediate bottom line benefits through reduced operating costs and improved profitability.  It will also assist industry to prepare and respond to a climate where energy supply has become increasingly uncertain and volatile”.

-Ends-
Editors Notes:

About SEI
Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) is the statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy. SEI is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000 – 2006 with programmes part-financed by the European Union.     
