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Renewable energy in Ireland continues to grow, 

new report finds

New figures published by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) show that renewable energy experienced the highest growth in 2004, when compared with other fuels, increasing by 18% and outpacing the growth in overall energy consumption.
The figures are contained in a new report launched in Dublin today, entitled Energy in Ireland 1990-2004, Trends, Issues, forecasts and Indicators, which is published by SEI’s Energy Policy Statistical Support Unit. The report finds that renewable energy increased its contribution to primary energy consumption in Ireland from 1.8% in 2003 to 2.2% in 2004, with wind accounting for most of the renewable energy growth. Wind, which accounts for most of this growth, has now overtaken hydro in terms of renewable energy contribution to Total Primary Energy Requirement , with biomass remaining the largest contributor in 2004.  The total contribution from renewable energy to gross electrical consumption in 2004 was 5.2% compared to 4.3% in 2003.

The total installed capacity of wind farms in Ireland in December 2005 was 495 Megawatt electrical (MWe) an increase of 46% (157 MWe) on 2004. The deployment in 2004 (171 MWe) was greater than the cumulative deployment from 1992 to the end of 2003 (167 MWe). The increasing importance of wind is also highlighted by the fact that installed incapacity of wind at 495 MWe was more than double that of hydro (241 MWe).

Commenting, Mr. David Taylor, Chief Executive – SEI, said, “Ireland’s demand for energy has increased significantly in recent years, resulting in a consequent increase in energy-related CO2 emissions. The new figures published are positive, showing an increased proportion of renewable energy. However, it is imperative that the uptake of sustainable energy technologies continues and accelerates, to ensure we continue to work towards combating the negative impacts of climate change in Ireland”.

Other key findings of the report include:

· The carbon intensity of electricity continued to fall in 2004 reducing by 4.1% 

· Overall emissions of CO2 from energy use began to rise again in 2004 (1.1%) after two years of reducing emissions.  
· The transport sector was again the fastest growing sector in 2004 (4.4%), accounting for almost one third of all energy used in Ireland (32.3%).  

· Petrol consumption increased by 2.6% and diesel consumption by 8.1% in 2004.

· The residential sector experienced growth in final consumption of fuels (4.1%).  This growth encompassed significant increases in electricity (5.4%), gas (10%) and oil (5.6%).

Sustainable Energy Ireland is a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy and is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union.
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