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14th June 2006
Energy Efficient Housing Development to Result in Reduced Heating Bills of up to 50%
Launched in Oylgate, Co. Wexford by Minister Dick Roche
Mr. Dick Roche, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, has officially launched an innovative new energy efficient housing development in Oylgate, Co Wexford.  The development, which consists of 28 masonry-built semi-detached dwellings, has been constructed by Wexford County Council in conjunction with Bawn Developments Ltd and is supported  by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI). 
The houses are over 40% more energy efficient than houses built under Building Regulations requirements, resulting in lower energy bills and reduced running costs for the owners. Some of the energy efficient features of the houses which were part funded by SEI include wood pellet boilers, active solar water heating systems, high levels of insulation and low E glazing. 
Commenting on the launch, Kevin O’Rourke, Head of Built Environment – SEI said, “These new homes are delivering a high quality of comfort for the householders and saving up to 50% on their heating bills.  It will also reduce related Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions by up to 90% and reliance on imported fossil fuels. This development provides an excellent example of how quality home construction and modern services can enhance quality of life and help reduce potential impacts on the global climate.”

Part funding for the energy efficient features of the development was granted through SEI’s House of Tomorrow Programme. The SEI programme aims to stimulate widespread uptake of superior sustainable energy planning, design, specification and construction practices in both the new home building and home improvement markets. As part of the programme, Wexford County Council will monitor and record the energy performance of the houses over a number of years.
Sustainable Energy Ireland is a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy and is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union.
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