Students Can Snap Up Fantastic Prizes For Their Schools 

Third Annual SEI All Ireland Photography Competition kicks off
Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) in association with the Belfast Energy Advice Centre has launched its annual All Ireland Secondary Schools Photography Competition. 

The competition aims to raise awareness among all secondary school students about the impact that climate change is having on their lives and how being more energy conscious can make a difference. 
With the competition entering its third year in January 2006, SEI is encouraging all secondary school students to participate. Prizes include photography equipment, mp3 players and digital cameras. The overall winner will receive a home PC system with digital camera. The total prize fund for the competition is approximately €12,000. 

Commenting on the competition, Aoife Cannon, Education Executive with SEI said, "The competition has been a fantastic success over the past two years and the entries received have been really impressive. With this years competition we want to focus on what our young people actually think can be done to combat the phenomenon of climate change. We’ve all heard from Governments, scientists and NGO’s on this issue but we are now urging students across the Island to get their cameras out and let us know what they think”
“This competition is really for everyone – even if students have never before held a camera we want them to get their hands on whatever they can and send us in their photographs. The last two years of the competition have really shown that everyone has an opportunity to snap that winning shot and that shot can be found in the most unlikely of places” added Ms Cannon. 

The competition will be open to all secondary school students with an age limit of 18 years for all entrants. Schools began receiving information packs in early December 2005, with the competition kicking off in January 2006. The competition winners and their schools will be invited to a special awards ceremony in Dublin in April where Teachers and Pupils will be presented with an array of fantastic prizes in a number of different prize categories.  

The closing date for entries is Thursday, March 16th 2006. Teachers should keep an eye on www.combatclimatechange.ie or send an email to schools@sei.ie for further information. 
