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Sustainable Energy Ireland donates bio-ethanol car to Rehab charity 
and revs up the focus on energy efficiency in the transport  sector
David Taylor, Chief Executive, Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI), today presented Rehab Ireland with an environmentally friendly Ford Focus FlexiFuel Vehicle (FFV), to support the work of the charitable organisation, which provides training, employment, social care and commercial services for people with disabilities. 

As part of the initiative, Rehab will use the car on a daily basis to help deliver the organisation’s services around the Country. Rehab will also monitor usage of the car and report statistics to allow SEI track its efficiency, reliability and fuel usage patterns.
The Focus FFV boasts up to 70% fewer CO2 emissions than an equivalent petrol car. This biofuel car is capable of running on either E85 bio-ethanol, which is a blend of 85% bio-ethanol and 15% petrol, regular petrol, or any mixture of both.  Importantly, this allows the car to run even in areas where bio-ethanol outlets have not yet been established.  The Rehab Focus FFV is branded to identify that it runs on biofuel, which means Rehab will be joining SEI in helping to raise public awareness of biofuel options, while carrying out its normal activities. 
David Taylor said: “Energy efficiency is critically important in the transport sector. In Ireland, CO2 emissions from the sector are growing at a faster rate than any other. When choosing a vehicle it is important to consider fuel usage and overall efficiency as both can significantly reduce these emissions.  The Government has introduced an incentive for drivers to choose energy efficient vehicles as both hybrid cars and those operating on high grade biofuels qualify for 50% relief on vehicle registration tax. As well as this incentive for consumers, Rehab’s use of the Ford Focus FlexiFuel Vehicle will demonstrate that these vehicles are as effective as traditional petrol cars and suffer no reduction in performance”.
In response, Angela Kerins, Chief Executive Designate of Rehab said: “As an independent not for profit organisation our resources are committed to people with disabilities and other disadvantaged groups.  In that context, SEI’s donation of the Focus FlexiFuel Vehicle is very welcome and will support our efforts to remain an independent viable organization. Through this donation and given our reach with over 80 centres across the country, we are also delighted to be in a position to promote the use of energy efficient cars with SEI.”   

Rehab will use the Maxol station in Sandymount, Dublin as its primary re-fueling stop. This was Maxol’s first public bio-ethanol fuelling station in Europe outside of Sweden, but in a continually expanding market, further stations are now available in Crumlin and Drumcondra in Dublin and Tivioli in Cork. Further plans are underway to open three more stations around the country over the coming months in Drogheda, Navan and Waterford.   In cooperation with Ford Ireland, Maxol is sourcing ethanol (alcohol) from whey supplied by Carbery Milk Products in West Cork. 

-Ends-

Editors Notes:
About SEI
Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) is the statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy. SEI is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000 – 2006 with programmes part-financed by the European Union.
Sustainable Energy Ireland website is at www.sei.ie
