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Over 3,500 Household Renewable Energy Grants Already Approved 

Minister welcomes success of Greener Homes Scheme 

Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) today revealed that it has already approved 3,500 renewable energy grants for households under the Government’s Greener Homes Scheme.  This figure was  welcomed today  by Mr. Noel Dempsey T.D., Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, following a visit to SEI and the Greener Homes Scheme Offices. The scheme has received more than 80 applications a day since it was launched at the end of March this year. 
The  approved systems, when fully installed, will cut Ireland’s annual oil consumption by 20,000 barrels and annual CO2 emissions by almost 10,000 tonnes.  At current prices, this will save households and the economy in excess of €1.2 million on expensive fuel imports each year.  

Minister Dempsey stated, “The Greener Homes Scheme is part of a multi-annual finance package of €65m for renewable energy that also includes grants for a range of renewable heat, electricity and transport initiatives.  Schemes such as this are boosting the efforts of those who want to both play a part in adopting environmentally friendly technologies and who want to invest in alternative and secure sources of home heating.  The scale of the early response by consumers to the scheme has highlighted the success of the initiative so far and how renewable technologies have now become viable options in the Irish home heating market.“
According to SEI, the average annual energy bill for a household is €1,850 of which heating costs account for €1000. SEI is advising consumers considering  investment options for their maturing SSIA balance to make clean and efficient energy a lifestyle and investment priority, and has pointed to a number of examples of the opportunities available:

· Householders choosing to heat their property with bulk delivered wood pellets could, at present prices, save between 20% - 40% of their fuel bills. 

· Solar panels could supply up to 70% of annual water heating (up to 100% in the summer but less than half in wintertime) accounting for annual savings in the region of €200. 

· Using energy efficient (CFL) lights throughout the house could save up to €100 per annum.

· Apart from major renewable energy projects such as solar panels or wood pellet boilers there is scope to save 20% - 25% on general energy costs by adopting cost effective energy efficiency measures which reduce fuel demand and improve comfort.

In total, this amounts to a combined savings potential of between €450 -€750 or in excess of 30% on an annual domestic energy bill. 

Mr David Taylor, Chief Executive of SEI, added, “The figures outlined today demonstrate that householders can make a real difference in tackling the important energy issues facing the country.  Clearly the grant incentive has been a major factor in the interest levels we are seeing but I think we are also witnessing a fundamental change in mindset by householders.  This is perhaps the most important indicator of the scheme’s overall success and bodes well for the growing deployment of these and other superior technologies in our homes in the months and years ahead.”.  

-Ends-
Editors Notes:

About SEI
Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) is the statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy. SEI is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000 – 2006 with programmes part-financed by the European Union.    For queries on the Greener Homes Scheme please call 1850 734 734, email greenerhomes@sei.ie or visit www.sei.ie 
