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Ireland’s dependency on imported energy significantly higher than EU average, report finds

 New SEI report analysing security of energy supply metrics is first of its kind in Ireland
Ireland’s dependency on imported energy, currently running at 87%, is significantly higher than the EU average of 50%, according to the findings of a new report published today by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI). 

The report is an aggregation of metrics (statistics and forecasts) relevant to energy security of supply, and is the first of its kind in Ireland. The report, which will be issued annually, includes 34 metrics on areas including: supply and demand of gas, electricity, coal, peat and oil as well as metrics on system infrastructure and market signals.

Security of supply (SOS) is a key tenet of energy policy in Ireland and throughout the world and therefore the availability of aggregated information is essential. This report presents a holistic view of aspects of energy input and utilisation in the economy as well as national gas and electricity systems and markets.

Security of supply has been the focus of considerable attention by governments and the media in recent years.  Sustained high oil and gas prices are putting ever increasing pressure on global economies and their ability to deliver goods and services. The new SEI report illustrates various issues that might impact Ireland’s security of supply in future years.  

The report also finds that our demand for natural gas for electricity generation is expected to increase significantly displacing coal and oil. By 2020 71% of our electricity generation is predicted to be fuelled by natural gas, up from 45% in 2004.

Commenting on the new report, David Taylor, Chief Executive of SEI said “Ireland’s demand for energy has increased significantly in recent years, resulting in a consequent increase in energy-related CO2 emissions. While it is encouraging to see growth in renewable energy, albeit from a small base, it is imperative that the uptake of sustainable energy technologies continues and accelerates, to ensure we are less reliant on imported fuels in future years”.
Sustainable Energy Ireland is a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy and is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union.
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