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Internationally recognised US EPA Resource Economist John A. “Skip” Laitner delivers guest lecture at SEI Perspectives from Abroad Series
- Lecture Series continues to inform the dialogue around the formation of Irish energy policy -
Senior US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Resource Economist and renowned academic John A. “Skip” Laitner, today delivered a lecture as part of Sustainable Energy Ireland’s (SEI) Perspectives from Abroad series.  In his lecture, at Newman House in Dublin, entitled ‘Policy and Technology Approaches to Energy Efficiency’, Mr Laitner discussed the role played by energy efficiency within national and global energy policy. Mr Laitner’s participation in the series is intended to help inform the debate around possible policy and technology responses to the recent EU Green Paper on energy efficiency, and the EU Energy Services Directive. 

Mr. David Taylor, Chief Executive – SEI, said, “Like Ireland, countries throughout the developed world are facing significant challenges in the formulation of energy policy. Consideration for the breadth and depth of experience in other jurisdictions is critical when considering Ireland’s national response to energy issues. The participation of respected experts such as Mr Laitner in the Perspectives from Abroad series plays an important role in assisting those involved in the crafting of public policy to do so from an informed perspective.” 
Skip Laitner has more than 30 years experience in public policy analysis, economic impact studies and economic development planning. He currently serves as the Senior Economist for Technology Policy for the US EPA Office of Atmospheric Programs. In 1998, Mr Laitner was awarded the US EPA’s Gold Medal for his work with a team of EPA economists that helped lay the foundation for the recent Kyoto Protocol on Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Skip is a frequent lecturer and has conducted many technical seminars throughout the world. 

The Perspectives from Abroad lecture series, which has been run by SEI for the past three years, is a ‘public good’ initiative put in place to inform the dialogue in Ireland around the formation of energy policy. The lectures have allowed for detailed views and analysis from other EU member states and abroad, including the USA, Japan, and Australia, on various issues related to the three pillars of energy policy, namely: security of supply, competitiveness, and environmental considerations. 
The series has attracted numerous internationally recognised experts in topical areas including: carbon markets, security of supply, energy finance, electricity markets, renewable energy, emerging technologies, energy policy and energy efficiency. Previous speakers have included: Professor David Newberry (Cambridge), Robert Nordhaus (former US DOE legal counsel), Professor Hugh Outhred (UNSW), James Cameron (Climate Change Capital), Shimon Awerbuch (Tyndall Centre), and Professor Denny Ellerman (MIT). The series has consistently received a positive response from key stakeholders, and has served to inform the design and implementation of policy and regulation in Ireland.  

Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) was established on May 1st 2002, as a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy. SEI is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000 – 2006 with programmes part-financed by the European Union.
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