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18th January 2006
Major energy efficient housing development in Tralee launched by Minister Ahern
Mr. Noel Ahern, T.D., Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal, today officially opened a major energy efficient housing project in Rathass, Tralee, developed by Tralee Town Council and supported by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI).

With an overall budget cost of just over €9 million, the Ráth Óraigh Housing Estate project consists of 64 new local authority houses and a community crèche facility.  The houses range from one-bed wheelchair-accessible bungalows to a two storey 10–person house.  The crèche will serve local residents and possibly staff from adjoining offices.  A waste recycling collection area adjacent to a green space also forms part of the development.

The scheme contains a variety of innovative energy features to reduce running costs for tenants.  57 of the houses are fitted with efficient gas condensing boilers run on liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) which is purchased in bulk by Tralee Town Council to reduce costs and stored in a communal underground tank.  To aid household budgeting, the arrangement includes smart card fuel metering and prepayment systems for each individual home.  High levels of insulation and draught lobbies front and back are designed to reduce heat loss.  In addition, the 7 bungalows and crèche have under floor heating supplied by ground source heat pumps.  Solar water heating panels have been provided to 8 family houses. 

It is estimated that these features will yield energy savings of 40% relative to current Building Regulations specification, making the homes more affordable and sustainable for the occupants and reducing the levels of CO2 emissions to the environment.  This will likely be reflected in better energy ratings under the new EU Directive on Energy Performance of Buildings.  

Speaking at the launch, Kevin O’Rourke, Head of Built Environment at SEI said, “Energy performance is now an intrinsic element in housing quality.  This development shows how it is possible to produce homes to standards that go well beyond mere compliance with regulations.  Apart from reducing today’s heating bills, these higher standards help to future-proof both residents and the local authority against the effect of further energy price rises.  It will also significantly reduce related Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions and reliance on imported fossil fuels.  This scheme is an excellent example of how quality home construction and modern services can enhance quality of life and help reduce potential impacts on the global climate.”

The Ráth Óraigh development was designed and project managed by the National Building Agency, which provides a range of services to local authorities nationwide, and marks the first such partnership by Tralee Town Council with the Agency.  Construction was by Aspenhill Construction Ltd., and managed onsite by the National Building Agency assisted by the Council’s technical staff under the direction of the Town Engineer.  The energy performance aspects of the scheme were designed and supervised in close co-operation between the Council’s technical staff and the Energy Officer of Kerry County Council. 

Funding of €320,000 for the development has been granted through SEI’s House of Tomorrow Programme.  The SEI programme aims to stimulate widespread uptake of superior sustainable energy planning, design, specification and construction practices in both the new home building and home improvement markets.  To date over €18 million has been committed to over 3000 homes in 64 projects located in 23 counties.  As part of the House of Tomorrow project, Tralee Town Council will monitor and record the energy performance of the houses over a number of years. 
Sustainable Energy Ireland is a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy and is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union.
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