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Building Energy Ratings now issued to over 200,000 homes
~ Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland reveals latest BER figures and calls on

landlords to ensure BER ratings complete when letting properties~

Figures released today (28" April 2011) from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(SEAI) reveal that Building Energy Ratings (BER) have now been issued to over 200,000 Irish
homes. A total of 201,854 homes have been rated by BER assessors across the country,
marking an increase of 100,000 since February 2010. Introduced in 2007 as part of the
European Directive to improve the energy performance of homes, the rate of BER
publications has steadily increased over the last two years since the introduction of a
mandatory requirement for the inclusion of a BER certificate when selling or renting a

home.

A BER is an indication of the energy performance of a home, displaying an energy label on
a scale of A1-G. An Al-rated home is the most energy efficient and will tend to have the
lowest energy bills. A BER certificate is issued in conjunction with an advisory report which

identifies how householders can improve the energy performance of their homes.

Recent research, carried out by SEAI, shows that awareness levels of the BER Scheme has
increased significantly over the last two years with almost six out of ten people expressing
an awareness of the term BER in relation to homes and buildings. However while the
research shows that there has been a rise in awareness amongst those looking to sell their
homes (70% compared to 54% in 2009), those in the rental market remain the least aware

at 42%.

Commenting on the latest BER figures, Professor J. Owen Lewis, Chief Executive of SEAI,
said: “The latest research figures on awareness levels, combined with the actual number of

homes that have had BERs completed, indicate an increasing awareness of and compliance



with the legislation. Despite the decline in property transactions, there has been a significant
demand for BER ratings over the last two years. However those renting properties are still not
aware of their entitlements to receive a BER. We urge those considering renting a property to
demand a BER certificate, so they are fully informed of the energy performance of a dwelling

before finalising any rent agreement.”

In order to obtain a BER, a homeowner must have an assessment carried out by a certified
BER assessor who is trained under the National Framework of Qualifications and registered
with SEALI There are currently 2,100 SEAI registered BER assessors across the country. A full

list and further details are available at www.seai.ie/ber
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About SEAI:

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has a mission to play a leading role in
transforming Ireland into a society based on sustainable energy structures, technologies
and practices. The Authority is partly financed by Ireland’s EU Structural Funds Programme

co-funded by the Irish Government and the European Union.
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