Media Information

                




     22nd Sept. 2003

Statement from Sustainable Energy Ireland re: 

European Car Free Day 2003

Sustainable Energy Ireland has welcomed the participation of seventeen Irish towns and cities in European Car Free Day 2003, which took place today, Monday 22nd September. The number of participants is up significantly from ten in 2002.

The Irish cities and towns which took part were: Athlone, Balbriggan, Clonakilty, Dublin, Galway, Greystones, Tralee, Listowel, Killarney, Kilkenny, Limerick City, Limerick County, Monaghan, Sligo, Waterford, Westport and Wicklow. In total, over 1500 cities throughout Europe participated in the initiative.

Tom Halpin, Head of Consumer Awareness, Sustainable Energy Ireland, said, “Car Free Day is about stimulating debate on urban transport options and does not set out to solve all of our transport issues in one day.  The significant increase in the number of towns and cities taking part shows that urban mobility is of concern to all.  Only if we start this debate now can we find ways to make our cities and towns more welcoming, more attractive, safer and more environmentally sustainable".
"Central to the overall debate is the availability of options and the exercising of choice by individuals on each and every journey they make. There is an acknowledged need to further enhance the capacity of our public transport network and cycling facilities.  But there is also a growing realisation that we must all look at our own travel behaviour and make an effort to take the single occupant car journey out of the equation whenever possible. While there is, of course, a place for the car in modern life, we must actively promote alternatives that will benefit us all individually and collectively. Car Free Day is designed to prompt people throughout the country, in every walk of life, to consider what their role may be, big or small, in this move towards a more sustainable society”.
In Ireland, each participating local authority developed its plans for Car Free Day, with the support of Sustainable Energy Ireland, the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Transport. 

Dublin Bus, Bus Eireann, DART and the RPA (Railway Procurement Agency) all supported Car Free Day this year.

Sustainable Energy Ireland was established on May 1st, 2002, as a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy and is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union.
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