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         26th January 2005

Energy-related CO2 emissions declining in Ireland, new report shows

New figures from Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI), published today, show that energy-related CO2 emissions in Ireland have decreased by 2% in 2003. The figures also highlight that the decoupling of energy and emissions growth from economic growth that began in 2002 continued in 2003. This is the second year since 1990 that energy consumption has decoupled from economic activity. The year 1990 is significant as a baseline year because the Kyoto Protocol and associated EU targets are based on emissions from that year.

The new figures are contained in a report - Energy in Ireland 1990-2003 - published by SEI’s Energy Policy Statistical Support Unit.  Speaking at the launch of the report, which is published annually, Mr. David Taylor, SEI Chief Executive said that while economic growth increased by 4% in 2003, energy consumption remained almost at 2002 levels. 

Mr. Taylor continued, “We believe that these findings are significant for Ireland’s commitments under the Kyoto Protocol. A number of factors have contributed to this decoupling of energy and emissions growth from economic growth. The year 2003 was the first full year of operation of two high efficiency gas fired electricity generation plants. The efficiency improvements combined with the increase in the share of natural gas in the fuel mix for electricity generation were two of the most important contributing factors. Likewise, natural gas increased its share in industry’s fuel mix, while the consumption of energy in industry was lower in 2003”.

According to the report, the transport sector now shares top position with the residential sector in terms of energy-related CO2 emissions, with each having a 25% share in 2003. 

Other key findings of the report include:

· The commercial and public services sector exhibited the highest growth in energy demand with growth of 8.5% in 2003 8.5% 

· The carbon intensity of electricity fell for the second year in a row dropping by 9.3% in 2003. On average, for every kWh of electricity consumed, 651 grams of carbon dioxide were released into the atmosphere. 

· Ireland’s energy import dependency reached 89% in 2003, up from 65% in 1990.  Imported oil and gas accounted for 76% of Ireland’s energy requirements in 2003.

· Natural gas and wind energy were the only energy sources that made an increased contribution to Ireland’s primary energy supply in 2003.

· Electricity from renewable sources accounted for 4.4% of Ireland’s electricity consumption in 2003. This is lower than in 2002 (5.3%) due to lower rainfall levels and reduced hydro production. Ireland’s target is to achieve 13.2% by 2010 under EU Directive 2001/77/EC.

The report is the third annual review of energy usage in Ireland, tracking energy trends since 1990. It considers the underlying causes and relates the trends to Government and EU targets. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) is a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy. SEI is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000 – 2006 with programmes part-financed by the European Union.
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Editors Notes:

Decoupling: Economy, Energy & Energy Related CO2 
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About SEI's Energy Policy Statistical Support Unit

Sustainable Energy Ireland has a lead role in developing and maintaining comprehensive national and sectoral statistics for energy production, transformation and end use. This data is a vital input to meeting international reporting obligations, advising policy makers, and informing investment decisions. Based in Cork, the Energy Policy Statistical Support Unit is SEI's specialist statistics team. Its core functions are to:

· collect, process and publish energy statistics to support policy analysis and development in line with national needs and international obligations

· conduct analyses of energy services sectors and sustainable energy options;

· contribute to the development and promulgation of appropriate sustainability indicators

