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Irish companies urged to continue drive to reduce energy costs and emissions

- Energy Network achieves over €5million in annual savings

Despite difficult global trading conditions, Irish companies must continue to strive to reduce their energy consumption levels. Industrial sector involvement is vital in securing a sustainable future for Ireland. That is according to Dermot Ahern T.D., Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources who was speaking in Dublin at the launch of the Annual Report of the Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) for 2001:2002. 

Facilitated by Sustainable Energy Ireland, the Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) is a voluntary networking initiative, aimed at reducing the energy usage and related emissions from large industry in Ireland. Today’s annual report brings together the results of 80 member companies in the LIEN. 

The report records that the actions of LIEN members in 2001:2002 accounted for a reduction of 285GWh (gigawatt hours) from a ‘business as usual scenario’, which equates to a collective saving of €5 million or 120,000 tonnes of CO2 in environmental terms. This represents an important contribution to Ireland’s Kyoto target of limiting greenhouse gas emissions to 13% above 1990 levels by 2010. Ireland has already exceeded this target and is currently more than 29% above 1990 levels. 

In total the LIEN member companies represent over 40% of the total energy usage in the industrial sector in Ireland, equating to an annual energy spend of €300 million.
Speaking at the LIEN report launch, Minister Ahern said, “Each of the companies in the Large Industry Energy Network is to be congratulated on their initiative and their efforts to date. The continuing development of the LIEN is evidence of the partnership between government and industry in working to reduce energy consumption and energy related emissions.  Progress in this area is important both at a national level and at the level of the individual enterprise.  The partnership approach embodied in the LIEN represents the best means of ensuring that energy and emissions reduction objectives are achieved whilst protecting and indeed enhancing our industrial competitiveness.”

David Taylor, Chief Executive, Sustainable Energy Ireland said, “Ireland faces a major challenge in meeting its commitments under the Kyoto Protocol. The contribution of targeted programmes such as the LIEN is an essential step in helping to achieve our national targets. At firm level, the benefits to be gained are set to increase for those who are committed to reducing their energy consumption levels against a backdrop of a proposed carbon tax and limits on greenhouse gas emissions.”
The publication of the annual report today coincides with the official registration of 7 new members to the Network. The new members are drawn from a number of sectors and include Analog Devices BV; Cadbury Ireland Ltd, Dublin; Cantrell & Cochrane (Ireland) Ltd, Dublin; GlaxoSmithKline, Dungarvan; Masonite Ireland; Merck Sharpe & Dohme; Pfizer Ireland Pharmaceuticals, Little Island.

The Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) aims to reduce the energy usage and related emissions from the largest energy consuming sites in the country. Members are committed to reducing their energy intensity on an individual basis and recognise the benefits of collaborating with like-minded organisations on innovations and best practice in energy management. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland was established on May 1st, 2002, as an independent statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy.  Sustainable Energy Ireland is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland website is at www.sei.ie. More details of the LIEN activities and membership can be found at www.sei.ie/lien .
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Editors Notes:

Formerly known as the Annual Self-Audit Scheme, the programme was rebranded this year and is now called the Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN). 

