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 Almost €500,000 in funding granted to Mater & Children’s Hospital Development Ltd for energy efficient building project 

Sustainable Energy Ireland has today announced that funding of almost €500,000 has been granted to the Mater and Children’s Hospital Development Ltd towards incorporating energy efficiency features in its building project. 

The Mater & Children's Hospital Development incorporates the Mater Hospital, significantly extended and developed, as well as a new purpose built Children's Hospital. The New Children's Hospital will replace the existing Children's Hospital in Temple Street. It is estimated that the energy efficiencies which will be incorporated into the development will achieve a 32.5% improvement in energy performance in comparison to a typical hospital building. This will result in saving almost 6 million kWh of energy and over 4000 tonnes of CO2 annually.

The funding of €487,500 is being made available under two Sustainable Energy Ireland programmes – the Design Study Support Scheme and the Model Solution Investment Support Scheme. Both schemes provide funding to public bodies to investigate the opportunities for including energy efficient design and technology solutions in new building projects. These activities will ultimately lead to lower life cycle costs and improved energy performance.
The gross floor area of the Mater and Children’s Hospital Development project is 55,000m² and is one of the largest building projects of its kind, and the largest health project funded through the National Development Plan at a total value of €340m at 2002 prices. 

The MCHD application to Sustainable Energy Ireland for funding centred around four measures: the building form incorporating daylighting and lighting controls; small power consumers; ventilation and cooling system; and hot water services.
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The anticipated end results of the energy efficient measures include:

· reducing the dependency on AC systems: approximately 25% of gross floor area will be naturally ventilated and considerably reduce the conditioned and heating loads for the structure. Natural daylight will also be maximised in these structures

· energy savings of 15% through the use of a mechanical ventilation system, when compared to a conventional system

· developing a procurement schedule/database of all electrical equipment, including cooling and ventilation plant and hot water consuming equipment. Details of the energy consumption and heat emission of every item of plant will be included. 

Commenting on the funding, Peter Brabazon, Programme Manager, Sustainable Energy Ireland, said, “Energy use in buildings now accounts for over 40% of our total energy consumption in Ireland and therefore warrants the focus that these funding programmes are bringing.  Already, Sustainable Energy Ireland’s public sector programme is supporting approximately 40 projects, which on completion will result in annual energy cost savings of over €2m.  Projects such as the Mater and Children’s Hospital Development are excellent examples to both the public and private sector of the potential for wider application and dissemination of energy efficiency in the built environment”.
Laura Magahy, Managing Director of Magahy & Company and Project Director, Mater & Children’s Hospital Development Ltd said “We recognise the importance of factoring in best design principals including energy conservation, at the beginning of the design and building process, and are delighted that the project has obtained this grant from Sustainable Energy Ireland.  Energy costs are one of the largest costs associated with the running of  hospitals and we are pleased that by adopting an innovative approach upfront that real savings can be made for both the exchequer and the environment on an ongoing basis in the future“.

Sustainable Energy Ireland, formerly the Irish Energy Centre, was established on May 1st, 2002, as a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy and is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union.
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For further information please contact:
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Brighid Smyth 

Magahy & Company  (086 8270905)
Editors Notes:

About the Model Solutions Support Scheme

Under the new Model Solutions Investment Support Scheme, €9.1 million in funding is available for allocation to provide direct support to public sector organisations who propose to include energy efficiency technologies or energy saving solutions in new or existing building projects. The support will off-set the additional costs of the energy saving features incorporated in non-commercial public sector buildings.

The Model Solutions Support Scheme will be open to all public sector organisations including: all Government Departments, Local Authorities, Health Boards, Educational Institutions, Defence Forces and non-commercial semi-state bodies.

About the Design Study Support Scheme

Under this scheme €2.03 million is available to ensure that state sector bodies employ the very best in energy efficient design strategies in all new building and refurbishment projects. The ultimate goal is to ensure that all new and future public building projects have improved energy performance levels.

About the Mater & Children’s Hospital Development 

The Mater and Children’s Hospital Development Project incorporates the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital significantly extended and developed and the relocation of the Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street to a new purpose built hospital located in Eccles Street in Dublin. This project will cost approximately €340 million making this the largest health project in the National Development Plan. The development will enhance and develop the roles of both hospitals and improve the level of patient service in purpose built state of the art facilities.
