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                7th July 2003
Tara Mines Limited in Navan hosts workshop on 
motive power & transformers
Tara Mines Limited in Navan played host to a major national workshop for large industry on the efficient consumption of electricity in motive power, which is the single largest area of electricity consumption in Irish industry.  The workshop - facilitated by Sustainable Energy Ireland's (SEI) Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) - was attended by some of the largest industrial users of energy in Ireland.

Speaking at the workshop, Fiona Murray, Project Manager with SEI said, “We anticipate that the LIEN members attending this workshop will be brought up to date on the practical benefits of energy efficiency in motive power applications.  We also intend to demonstrate the potential savings that can be achieved by using the most efficient power transformers available.” 

Delegates attending the workshop were informed of the significance of focusing efforts on the best opportunities available and making energy saving projects a matter of management policy.  Discussion centred round energy saving measures that could be installed during routine maintenance and breakdowns, therefore integrating maintenance and energy management as much as possible.

One of the specialist speakers at the event Mr. Hans De Keulenaer, of the European Copper Institute in Belgium, encouraged attendees to look at the technology that is available in terms of more energy efficient transformers.  This can improve efficiency considerably, with a 50-70% reduction in losses possible.


Also at the workshop Barry Mellerick, Energy Manager with Tara Mines, presented a recent case study on transformer efficiency.  The case study examined potential savings and compared the latest, most efficient transformers available against more commonly available low-end versions. Tara Mines is a major consumer of electricity in Ireland and a significant number of high efficiency transformers are used on site.

The day concluded with a tour of Tara Mines, which gave a number of delegates the opportunity to go underground and visit the workface of an operational zinc and lead mine. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland, formerly the Irish Energy Centre, was established on May 1st, 2002, as a statutory authority charged with promoting and assisting the development of sustainable energy and is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006 with programmes part financed by the European Union.
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Editors Notes:
Sustainable Energy Ireland's Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) is a voluntary agreement scheme in which member companies commit to regular audits of their energy consumption, setting annual energy savings targets, publication of an annual statement of achievements for the year and publication of targets for the forthcoming year. 

The LIEN is facilitated by Sustainable Energy Ireland, while member companies fund their own energy saving activities within the scheme.

The continued growth and consolidation of the LIEN is playing a pivotal role in the achievement of Ireland’s Kyoto Protocol targets on greenhouse gas emissions. Under the Kyoto Protocol, Ireland is committed to limiting total emissions of the main greenhouse gases to 13% above 1990 levels in the period 2008 – 2012, a limit that has already been overshot.  Current forecasts indicate that Ireland will have to achieve a reduction of up to 13.1 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent of greenhouse gases.

