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Background and Objectives

To measure awareness of renewable energy and
attitudes to windfarms

Assess support for building of windfarms
Measure incidence of seeing windfarms

Assess knowledge of and attitudes towards wind
farms and wind energy

Measure reaction to different windfarm layouts/sizes
effects of landscape

Compare reaction to windfarms with other utility
structures

Test support for development of various renewable
energy options



Methodology (National Survey)

Lansdowne Omnibus survey.

Sample 1,200
Margin of error 2.8%

Nationally representative sex, age, class, region.
60 sampling points nation-wide.

Fieldwork: November 2002



Spontaneous Awareness of Sources of
Renewable Energy

(Base: All Aware of Spon‘l'alsleesqus X Region
Renewable Energy 53%) Of Mun- Conn/
Dublin Lein ster Ulster

Wind Power [ 2% 59 52

Aware of Term
Renewable Energy

solar Power [N 357% 31 30 44
Hydro Electric N 157, 14 13 17 (31
Peat 7 3 (25) 15
Coal B o 4 20 13
Wave Power [ 15% 24 8 9 21
oil B 4% 6 (23 15 12
Gas 72 8 8 7 5
Nuclear 7 4 3 6 15
Biomass M 6% 8 1 3 13
Don't Know 12% 17 16 9 5




Attitudes Towards Energy Policy

(Base: All Adults 15+)

Very Fairly Fairly Very
Favourable = Favourable Neither UnfavourableUnfavourable
(5) (4) (3) (2) (1)  Mean (D/K)

Development of renewable
energy (Wind, solar etc)

—t

| /

|
Making energy efficient |
household appliances 44 14 1!2 417 O
compulsory |

Exploration for more fossil
fuels (oil & gas) in Ireland 41 26 4E2 3.87 0

and Irish waters

Continuing to import oil 255 3 62 0
& gas
Development of nuclear power. H 16 | 19 2.21 1

Q-4



Awareness of Windfarms in Ireland Today

(Base: All Adults 15+)
Don't

QAs far as you know are there
any windfarms in Ireland today?

Incidence of Seeing a Windfarm In Ireland
(Base: All Aware of Windfarms in Ireland- 57%)

TOTAL 72%

DUbI in 83 VA
Rest of Leinster 56%

Munster 60%
Conn/Ulster
Urban 76%

rural 68%

Renewable Energy

Q. Have you ever seen a windfarm in Ireland?




Is Energy From Windfarms a 6Good Thing...

Is Energy From Windfarms How Favourable Are You to Having a
A Good or Bad Thing Windfarm Built in Your Local Area
(Base: All Adults 15+) (Base: All Adults 15+) Ever Seen
Fair':jy Windfarm
600
Thing Very Favourable - 31% (44%)
(3)
Very | |
Good Fairly Favourable 4 A
Thing (4) 36 /o (35 /°)
Neither
o 13%
Neither Good (3) 237 ( )
Nor Bad
F“@Zﬁ“a‘i - DK Fairly Unfavourable 6% (6%)
(2)
Very Good X Demographics Very Unfavourable |3°/ (2%)
ABC1 Dublin (1)
C2DE 45% | Rest of Leinster 41%
F 45% | Munster 43% Don’t Know “1% (1%)
Conn/Ulster — 52%
Ever seen windfarm - 66%
Mean Score 3.88 413




Reasons for Being Favourable/Unfavourable to
Having Windfarm Built in Local Area

Produces clean
energy

Provides jobs

Help develop
the area

Interesting
structure

Adds to the
landscape

Other

Don't know

Reasons in Favour
Of Windfarm in
Local Area

81%

25%

8%
N7
K

7%

2%,

Base: All Those Favourable/unfavourable to Having Windfarm Built)

Reasons Against
Windfarm in Local Area

B 50
- KA
B 5%

| YA

B

8%

4%

*Small Base

Will spoil landscape

Just don't want one
near me

Noise

Harmful to wildlife

Don't think they are a
good source of energy

Other

Don't know

A
9%

Ever Seen
Windfarm*

50%

27%

32%

14%

11%

9%

2%




The Nimby Effect
It Would Be Controversial...

(Base: All Adults 15+)

Applies Most (Negative)  Applies Least (Positive) EveriSesn
Net View Windfarm
Mobile phone mast -28
Electricity (Steel pylons) -23
Power Station -10
Windfarm +19 (+24)
Electricity (Wooden poles) +45

Which of these structures applies most/least to the following statements?




The Nimby Effect
I Would Be Very Unhappy If One Were Built Nearby...

(Base: All Adults 15+)

Applies Most (Negative)  Applies Least (Positive)

Ever Seen

Net View Windfarm

Mobile phone mast 39 17 -32
Electricity (Steel pylons) 34 16 -18
Power Station 33 -7
Windfarm 45 +34
Electricity (Wooden poles) 49 +43

Which of these structures applies most/least to the following statements?

(+41)



The Nimby Effect

I Would Campaign Against Having It Built Near Here

(Base: All Adults 15+)

Applies Most (Negative)  Applies Least (Positive)

Mobile phone mast 33 16
Electricity (Steel pylons) 25 24

Power Station 21 18
Windfarm 5 43
Electricity (Wooden poles) 3 46

Net View
-32

-18

+38

+43

Which of these structures applies most/least to the following statements?

Ever seen
Windfarm

(+44)



Attitudes to Windfarms - I

Neither
(Base: All Adults 15+) Agree Agree/ Disagree Ever
Strongly Agree (3) Disagree Strongly Seen
(5) (4) Disagree (2) (1) Mean| Windfarm
3
Windfarms are a non ]
polluting source of energy >4 29 15 1 LR o
Windfarms can make a Bl
significant contribution to 45 36 16 20 4.24 4.38
Ireland's energy requirements g
Wind power is an effective A
source of energy a2 38 17 20 4.19| 4.33
A wind industry in Ireland S
will create many jobs 21 36 31 2 E 201 3.76
Windfarms are a positive 1
addition to the landscape 20 27 36 1433 3.47 3.61
Windfarms should not to be in @
areas of scenic beauty & tourism 14 29 37 14 9594 e

Windfarms are controversial 8 31 4|4 13 i 3.28 3.23
H



Attitudes to Windfarms - II

(Base: All Adults 15+)
Agree

)

Windfarms don't make much noise |12

Windfarms disturb natural habitats,

birds and animals

Windfarms are on eyesore on
the landscape

Windfarms do not benefit local people
in areas where they are built

Wind is an unreliable source
of energy

Neither
Agree/ Disagree
Strongly Agree (3) Disagree Strongly
(4) Disagree (2) (1)
25 44 12 H
6| 26 47 16 %
20 42 22
17 42 25 H
7| 22 31 29 H

Ever Seen

Mean Windfarm

3.26

3.15

2.97

2.95

2.87

3.38

3.16

2.79

2.86

2.73



Overall Attitude to Construction of More
Windfarms in Ireland

(Base: All Adults 15+)

Ever Seen
TOTAL Urban Rural Windfarm

Very favourable

Fairly favourable 38 38 39

36
Neither 13 3 15 1
Very unfavourable e =1l S =T

Fairly unfavourable

(Q.21)



Windfarm
Catchment Areas



Methodology

Face to Face interviews conducted in the catchment areas.

25 Windfarm sites were included in the windfarm area survey

19 planning permission sites were included in the planning
permission survey ensuring a representative spread across all the
regions in question

Sample size
200: Windfarm area
150: Planning permission area

Interviews were quota controlled to be representative of the total
population of the region in which the catchment areas were
located.

In the windfarm catchment area, 65% of interviews were
conducted in households that were able to see the windfarm from
the house.



Existing Windfarm
Catchment Areas



Effect Of Windfarm On Local Area

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)

|
Windfarm Visible From Home?

Yes No

Total

39

Very positive (5)

Fairly positive (4) 36 38

10 23
8

8 6
3.86 4.04

Neither (3)

Fairly negative
Ver'yyneggﬂve ({)

Mean Score

Thinking of the Windfarm that has been in built in this area. To what extent do you
believe the Windfarm in this area has had a positive or negative effect on the local area?




How Did Windfarm Have A Positive Effect

(Base: All Think Windfarm Had a Positive Effect on Local Area)

%
75

Wind produces clean energy

It is an interesting structure

It adds to the landscape 22

21

It has helped develop the area

\ol

Other




Was The Local Community Consulted Before
The Windfarm Was Built

(Base: All Aged 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)

| Form Of Consultation
(Base: All Aware of Consultation)

%

Information in local -33
newspaper

Personal contact with -22
developer

Information days . 12

No:
Not consulted Yes:
Consulted

Information on local radio .12

Don't i[nfor'ma?‘i?r! from council/ I5
Know ocal politician
Information in national I2
newspaper
Information on national I2
radio



Community Involvement In Windfarm Project

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)
How Interested Would You

Be in Investing in The
Windfarm yow?

Were You Offered The
Opportunity To Invest

In The Windfarm Project

|

|

|

|

|

|

Was Community Offered :

|

|

|
I Fairly Interested

Before it Was Built? I Pairly I9

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

A Chance To Comment On
The Design/Layout Of
The Windfarm?

Very Interested I 5
(3)

(4)

Neither

Not very
Interested 32

(2
Not at all

: Interested -37
(1)

Don't know I‘z

Mean Score 2.11



How Controversial Was The Windfarm

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)

How controversial at...

Planning
Now
Stage 3
o lo
7 19%
Very controversial (4) 19 12 Negative
44
Negative
Fairly controversial (3) 25
81%
. Positive
Not very controversial (2)
54%
Positive

Not at all controversial (1)

Don't know
Mean Score

1.80



Level Of Disruption Caused In Area

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)

When Windfarm
Was Being Built

Whether Formally Objected
to Planning Permission

%
Very disruptive 5
Disruptive 11

Not very disruptive No 979, ~—===37%, Yes

Not at all disruptive

Don't know 1



Windfarm Planning
Permissi e




Favourability To Proposed Windfarm

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)

To What Extent Would You Say You
Are In Favour Or Against The Building
Of A Windfarm In This Area

Strongly against
w/f being built

Against w/f being built Strongly in fClvour'I
Neither of w/f being built)

In favour of w/f
being built

Reasons For Being In Favour
Of Windfarm Being Built

(Base: All In Favour) %
Windfarm produces -8
clean energy

It will provide jobs
in the area

44

It will help develop
the area

It will be an
interesting structure

It will add to the
landscape

Other




How Controversial Is Windfarm

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Planning Permission Area)

Whether Objected to Windfarm

At Planning Stage
(Base: All Aware of Planning)

%

o

Very controversial

Controversial

Fairly controversial 16 22%

Not very
controversial

No 96% 44% yes

Not at all Not .
controversial Controversial
59%

Don't know 19




Attitude To Windfarm In Local Area

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Planning Permission Area)

The Windfarm will provide
cleaner energy and less
pollution to this area

The Windfarm will bring
jobs to the area

The Windfarm will damage
the scenic beauty of
this area

The Windfarm will damage
the value of my property

I would consider campaigning
against the building of the
Windfarm in this area

Sis

Agree Agree DisagreeDisagree

Strongly Slightly Neither sjightly Strongly MEAN
(5) (4) B (@ (1) SCORE

39 10 13 4.23

11 3.49

10 25 52 1.83

16 65 1.62

10 80 1.32
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