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Background and Objectives

!To measure awareness of renewable energy and
attitudes to windfarms

!Assess support for building of windfarms

!Measure incidence of seeing windfarms

!Assess knowledge of and attitudes towards wind
farms and wind energy

!Measure reaction to different windfarm layouts/sizes
effects of landscape

!Compare reaction to windfarms with other utility
structures

!Test support for development of various renewable
energy options



Methodology (National Survey)

! Lansdowne Omnibus survey.

!Sample 1,200
Margin of error 2.8%

!Nationally representative sex, age, class, region.

!60 sampling points nation-wide.

!Fieldwork: November 2002
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Attitudes Towards Energy Policy

(Base: All Adults 15+)
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Awareness of Windfarms in Ireland Today

(Base: All Adults 15+)
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Is Energy From Windfarms a Good Thing�
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Reasons for Being Favourable/Unfavourable to
Having Windfarm Built in Local Area
(Base: All Those Favourable/unfavourable to Having Windfarm Built)
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The Nimby Effect
It Would Be Controversial�
(Base: All Adults 15+)
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The Nimby Effect
I Would Be Very Unhappy If One Were Built Nearby�

(Base: All Adults 15+)
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The Nimby Effect
I Would Campaign Against Having It Built Near Here

(Base: All Adults 15+)
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Attitudes to Windfarms - I

(Base: All Adults 15+)
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Attitudes to Windfarms - II
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Overall Attitude to Construction of More
Windfarms in Ireland
(Base: All Adults 15+)
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Methodology

!Face to Face interviews conducted in the catchment areas.

!25 Windfarm sites were included in the windfarm area survey

!19 planning permission sites were included in the planning
permission survey ensuring a representative spread across all the
regions in question

!Sample size
! 200: Windfarm area
! 150: Planning permission area

! Interviews were quota controlled to be representative of the total
population of the region in which the catchment areas were
located.

! In the windfarm catchment area, 65% of interviews were
conducted in households that were able to see the windfarm from
the house.
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Effect Of Windfarm On Local Area

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)
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How Did Windfarm Have A Positive Effect

(Base: All Think Windfarm Had a Positive Effect on Local Area)
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Was The Local Community Consulted Before
The Windfarm Was Built
(Base: All Aged 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)
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Community Involvement In Windfarm Project

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)
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How Controversial Was The Windfarm

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)
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Level Of Disruption Caused In Area

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)
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Windfarm Planning
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Favourability To Proposed Windfarm

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Catchment Area)
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How Controversial Is Windfarm

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Planning Permission Area)
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Attitude To Windfarm In Local Area

(Base: All 15+ in Windfarm Planning Permission Area)
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