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Introduction

• The International Energy Research (IER) programme contributes 
to the delivery of SEAI’s Strategy by:

• Identifying and supporting Ireland’s participation in international 
research excellence
• e.g. International Energy Agency (IEA)

• Developing research partnerships and collaborations at EU and 
international level
• e.g. Horizon Europe Cluster 5 Programme Committee member and 

National Contact Point for Energy



Overview
EU funding Landscape

Ireland’s success rate with EU funding

SME performance

Irish success stories

Funding opportunities and open calls relevant for SMEs

National contact points and support information



Are you a Small to Medium Enterprise (SME) 
eligible for EU support?

• SMEs make up the majority of all businesses in the EU.

• The definition of an SME is important for accessing finance and EU support programmes targeted 
specifically at these enterprises.

• The main factors determining whether an enterprise is an SME are:
• Staff headcount
• either turnover or balance sheet total

SME Self-assessment tool

Company
category

Staff 
headcount Turnover o

r
Balance 
sheet total

Medium-
sized < 250 ≤ € 50 m ≤ € 43 m

Small < 50 ≤ € 10 m ≤ € 10 m

Micro < 10 ≤ € 2 m ≤ € 2 m

What help is available for SMEs?

• Eligibility for support - research funding, competitiveness
and innovation funding, similar national support 
programmes

• fewer requirements or reduced fees for EU administrative 
compliance

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/SME-Wizard/


Have you applied for/benefited from EU 
funding?

Join at menti.com | use code 
8656 9984

Yes, applied for EU funding

Yes, received EU funding

No

If yes, specify the funding programme



EU Funding Landscape

Horizon Europe
EU’s Flagship funding 

programmes for research 
and innovation

Single Market Programme
Funding programme to strengthen 

the governance of the EU 
single market.

LIFE Programme
EU’s funding instrument 
for the environment and 

climate action.

Connecting Europe Facility
EU funding instrument to promote growth, 
jobs and competitiveness through targeted 

infrastructure investment at European 
level.

Innovation Fund
EU fund for climate policy, with a 
focus on energy and industry.

€95 billion
Budget (2021 – 2027)

€5.4 billion
Budget (2021 – 2027) Budget (2021 – 2027)

Budget (2021 – 2027) Budget (2020 – 2030)

€4.2 billion

€33.7 billion €40 billion

A Brief Overview



Select the EU funding initiatives that you are most 
familiar with (Choose all that apply):

Horizon Europe

LIFE Programme

Single Market Programme

Innovation Fund

Connecting Europe Facility
Join at menti.com | use code 

8656 9984



Horizon Europe
• Overview 
• Nature of projects & energy topics that are likely to receive funding
• Ireland’s success rate
• SME performance
• Irish Success Story



Horizon Europe
€15 billion

Pillar 2: 
Cluster 5 

Climate, Energy 
& Mobility 

€95 billion
Budget 

(2021-2027) 

€1.87 
billion out 

of €95 billion
funding won by 

Ireland

Focus: Research  & Innovation 

Destination 3: Sustainable, secure 
and competitive energy supply

Destination 4: Efficient Sustainable 
and inclusive energy use



Energy Funding in Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility

Innovation 
Actions

Pilot projects

Coordination 
and Support 

Actions

Research & 
Innovation 

Projects

Demonstration 
Projects

PROJECT TYPES

Bringing innovative 
solutions closer to 
market

Technology 
development, 
testing etc.

Implementing small-
scale initiatives or 
testbeds

Showcasing 
performance 
and  scalability

Collaboration, 
knowledge-sharing, 
capacity building

What is likely to receive funding (examples)?

ENERGY THEMES

Renewable energy 
technologies

Energy systems, 
grids & storage

Electrification of 
heat

Energy efficiency, 
Zero emissions 

buildings

Decarbonisation, 
circular energy 

renovation

Smart cities & 
communities

Integrated electric 
mobility applications



Upcoming Calls (2) 

Ireland’s Success in Horizon Funding
Innovation performance of Ireland: Strong Innovator (European innovation Scoreboard 2023)

Success rate

16.45%
approx. 2% 

greater than the EU-average

Ireland ranked
13th

in EU out of 28 based on 
funding received

Source: CINEA Open Hub, Country profile dashboard
Source: Horizon Europe Dashboard - R&I Country Profile - Participation in Programmes - Ireland | Sheet - Qlik Sense (europa.eu)

Funding
Ireland EU-Average Total

€1.87 Billion €3.2 Billion €98.8 Billion

1.8%

5.1%

6.8%

3.1% 3.2% 3.3%

0.0%

1.0%

2.0%

3.0%

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

8.0%

Applications Eligible proposals Signed grants

Ireland EU-28 Avg

https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/1213b8cd-3ebe-4730-b0f5-fa4e326df2e2/sheet/d23bba31-e385-4cc0-975e-a67059972142/state/analysis


Upcoming Calls (2) 

Horizon Europe – SME performance

349.4 million 
SME Net EU contribution

Ireland: 16.88% 

361 
Unique SME Participation

Ireland: 22.66% 

784
SME applications

Ireland: 3.26%
28.11

16.42

11.85

8.92

8.17

6.75

6.51

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

F6S Network Ireland

BWB Connect

Trilateral Research

Crowdhelix

IES R&D

New Wave Technologies

Erinn Innovation

Top 7 SMEs based on Net EU Contribution (Million EUR) received for Horizon Europe – Cluster 5

Source: Horizon Europe Dashboard - R&I Country Profile - SME Performance - Ireland | Sheet - Qlik Sense (europa.eu)

https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/1213b8cd-3ebe-4730-b0f5-fa4e326df2e2/sheet/62509062-153c-48c2-9716-afdc498336c8/state/analysis


Irish SME Success Stories – Horizon Cluster 5

Wave Energy Demonstration 
at Utility Scale to Enable 
Arrays (2022 – 2026)WEDUSEA

SunHorizon

Sun coupled 
innovative Heat 
pumps (2018 – 2023)

Project coordinator: New Wave Technologies 

EU funding received €6.75 million 

WEDUSEA will demonstrate a grid connected 1MW OE35 
floating wave energy converter (known as the OE Buoy) at 
the European Marine Energy Test Site (EMEC) in Orkney, 
Scotland. 

Project participant: IES R&D

EU funding received €309k

Demonstrates innovative and reliable Heat Pump solutions 
coupled and managed with advanced solar panels to provide 
heating and cooling for buildings.



LIFE Programme
• Overview 
• Nature of projects & energy topics that are likely to receive funding
• Ireland’s success rate
• SME performance
• Irish Success Story



LIFE Programme - Overview
Focus: Environment & Climate Action

€5.4 billion
Budget
(2021-2027)

€1 billion
Clean Energy 

Transition

€103 million 
out of €5.4 billion

funding won by 
Ireland

•  To date, LIFE has co-financed more than 5,000 projects. 

• The Clean Energy Transition sub-programme is a new component 
of the LIFE programme. It is of particular relevance to hydrogen 
related projects

• The programme is suited to:
• demonstration projects 
• governance projects
• A project that acts as a catalyst for large-scale deployments of 

technical and policy solutions.

Sub-programmes Nature and 
Biodiversity

Circular 
economy and 
quality of life

Climate change 
mitigation and 

adaptation

Clean Energy 
Transition



Ireland’s Success in LIFE Funding
LIFE has supported 51 projects in Ireland out of which 22 were supported via LIFE CET

Source: CINEA Dashboard - CINEA Project Portfolio - Overview | Sheet - Qlik Sense (europa.eu)

LIFE 
CET 
Funding

Ireland EU-28 Average Total

€8.52 Million €8.23 Million €231.9 Million

SMEs 
received 

42%
SMEs 

received 

26%

1.8%

4.5%

3.6% 3.5%

0.0%

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

2.5%

3.0%

3.5%

4.0%

4.5%

5.0%

LIFE LIFE CET

SME Participation

Ireland EU-28 avg

Irish SME Participation in LIFE CET is 
higher than the EU-28 average

€3.6 million
(42%) 

in EU funding from LIFE CET was received by Irish SMEs

SMEs 
received 

26%

https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/d2820200-d4d9-4a26-b23b-58e323c803c2/state/analysis


Irish SME Success Stories – LIFE CET

Local Energy Agencies 
for Peripheral Regions 
(2022 – 2026)LEAP

TRESS

Transforming Renovation 
in the Southern Seaboard 
Region-Ireland (2023 – 
2026)

Project coordinator: Aran Islands Renewable Energy Ltd

EU funding received €400k

LEAP will create 3 Local Energy Agencies in the North and West of 
Ireland to support “integrated home renovation services” and in-
turn create a continuous pipeline of neighbourhood-based projects. 

Project participant: Vivid Edge Ltd

EU funding received €390k

The project will deliver facilitation support and drive 
collaboration, for renovation of public buildings across multiple 
local authority regions and public bodies in Ireland.

Source: CINEA Project Portfolio - Overview | Sheet - Qlik Sense (europa.eu)

https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/d2820200-d4d9-4a26-b23b-58e323c803c2/state/analysis


LIFE: Close to market projects

• Close to market projects launch innovative, 
demonstrative solutions that offer clear 
environmental and/or climate benefits.

• Applicants for close-to-market projects can apply in 
the areas of:
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation
• Circular economy and quality of life

• These projects have a high level of technical and 
business readiness - i.e. solutions could be 
implemented in close-to-market conditions (at 
industrial or commercial scale) during the course of 
the project or shortly after its completion.

Over 40
projects 

supported 
across 15 
countries

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/featured-projects_en?f%5B0%5D=programme_sectors_programme_sectors%3A15


Single Market Programme
• Overview 
• Nature of projects & energy topics that are likely to receive funding
• Ireland’s success rate
• SME performance
• Irish Success Story



Single Market Programme - Overview
Focus:  Effective internal market & SMEs competitiveness

€4.2 billion
Budget
(2021-2027)

€1 billion
SME Pillar

€30 million 
out of €4.2 billion

funding won by 
Ireland

Internal market Support to 
SMEs Standardisation Consumers Food chain Statistics

Six Pillars

SME Pillar: Aims to boost the competitiveness of businesses, in particular small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

24% of the SMP 
budget dedicated 

to competitiveness 
of SMEs

850k SMEs in 35 
countries have 
been supported

Forms of support 
to SMEs

Financial support – 
grants & loan 
guarantees

Access to markets
Reduced 

administrative 
burden

Debt & equity 
financing

Network to provide 
integrated package 

of advice

Advanced tools and 
capacity building



Ireland’s success in Single Market 
Programme – SME Pillar
23 SMEs in Ireland supported via COSME | 30 projects funded worth of €30 million so far

€1.4 million
Fund allocated

Source: COSME data hub (eismea.eu)

€7.6 million
Fund allocated

Source: IPP •• InnoBrokers (innovation-procurement.org)

Success story: 
InnoBroker

InnoBroker aimed to establish the Innovation Procurement 
Broker (IPB) business model that will:

• bring together and facilitate the procurement of 
innovative goods and services between contracting 
authorities, suppliers of innovation 

• with a special focus on SMEs and start-ups, investors, 
and researchers.

Procurement 
Transformation 
Institute Ireland 
received nearly 
€600k in EU 
contribution (2018 
and 2020)

3
Energy Projects

11
Capacity building/knowledge 

sharing initiatives for SMEs

https://cosme-datahub.eismea.eu/
https://innovation-procurement.org/innobrokers/
https://innovation-procurement.org/innobrokers/
https://innovation-procurement.org/innobrokers/


Horizon Europe Pillar III
• European Innovation Council
• European Innovation Ecosystems



Horizon Europe Pillar III Overview

Has a budget of 

€ 527 million 
(2021-2027)

Complements the 
actions of EIC. 

Mostly CSAs and Co-fund actions, 
biannual WPs

Aims to create more connected, 
inclusive, and efficient 

innovation ecosystems and 
support the scaling of 

companies

Includes the links between 
resources, organisations, 

investors and policymakers.

European 
Innovation 

Ecosystems

Has a budget of 

€10.1 billion 
(2021 -2027)

70% 
of the budget earmarked 

for SMEs

Work Programme 2024 
opens funding opportunities 

worth 

over €1.2 billion

Provides support for 
innovations with potential 

breakthrough and disruptive 
nature with scale-up 

potential that may be too 
risky for private investors.

European 
Innovation 

Council

European Innovation Council and the European Innovation Ecosystems



European Innovation Council Funding
Pathfinder, Transition, Accelerator – Work Programme 2024

Early stage to proof of concept (TRL 1 – 4) 
Pathfinder

• Support to research or develop an emerging breakthrough technology
• Open: Collaborative research, no pre-defined themes
• Challenge: Potential cutting-edge project, contributing to pre-defined themes – e.g. Energy efficient smart edge devices

Total Budget

€256 
million 

Validation and spin-out (TRL 3 or 4)
Transition

• Supporting maturation and validation of novel ideas from lab to business
• Novel promising technology with potential commercial applications

Total Budget

€94 
million 

16 Oct 
2024

18 Sept 
2024

Innovation activities (TRL 5 – 9) 
Accelerator

• Supporting SMEs to develop and scale up to new markets/disrupt existing ones
• Open: Grants &  direct investment, no pre-defined themes
• Challenge: Breakthrough technologies, contributing to pre-defined themes – e.g. Renewable energy sources & their value chain

Total Budget

€675 
million 3 Oct 

2024

EIC calls

https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/funding-opportunities/calls-proposals/european-innovation-council-permanent-calls_en


European Innovation Ecosystems
Two Destinations: Work Programme 2023 - 2024

CONNECT INNOVSMEs

INNOVSME call

Helps innovative SMEs by funding 
international collaborative R&D and 
innovation projects

Focuses on building 
interconnected & inclusive 
innovation ecosystemsCONNECT call

CONNECT & INNOVSMEs (2024) 
Expected Outcomes

• Interconnected, inclusive and efficient innovation ecosystems across Europe
• Elevated scalability potential of business  
• Innovative SMEs growth accessing markets & embedding in global value chains

Total Budget 

€51
million

25 April 
2024

12 Sept 
2024

https://www.eurekanetwork.org/open-calls/
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/funding-opportunities/calls-proposals/startup-europe-horizon-eie-2024-connect-01-02_en


What is your preferred way to learn more about EU 
funding?

Interactive webinars

Detailed written guides

Online platforms with Q&A

Face-to-face expert sessions
Join at menti.com | use code 

8656 9984



Conclusion and Next Steps
• EU funding can help SMEs to progress technologies/products and build networks.

• Follow the European Innovation Council and the SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA) for the latest 
updates and announcements for SMEs.

• Other Tools for SMEs:

• Enterprise Europe Network provides an integrated package of advice to SMEs on how to 
innovate and grow internationally.

• Joint cluster initiatives - a new generation of actions involving industrial clusters - groups of 
specialised enterprises, often SMEs, and other related supporting actors in a location that 
cooperate closely.

• Access SEAI's 'How to Guide' to learn more about applying to relevant EU Funding Calls.

https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/about-eismea_en
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy/cluster_en


For queries specific to Horizon Europe – Cluster 5

Mark.Sweeney@enterprise-ireland.com
philip.cheasty@enterprise-ireland.com

bob.flynn@enterprise-ireland.com
annmarie.colbert@seai.ie



james.walsh@enterprise-ireland.com
sean.burke@enterprise-ireland.com

david.flood@enterprise-ireland.com

For queries specific to Horizon Europe – EIC

mailto:james.walsh@enterprise-ireland.com
mailto:sean.burke@enterprise-ireland.com
mailto:david.flood@enterprise-ireland.com


International Energy Agency – Technology Collaboration 
Programmes (TCPs)



For more information on international funding 
opportunities or any queries, please get in touch 
with us: 

• annmarie.colbert@seai.ie

• mathilde.lafranque@seai.ie

• pavithra.ramesh@seai.ie

mailto:annmarie.colbert@seai.ie
mailto:mathilde.lafranque@seai.ie
mailto:pavithra.ramesh@seai.ie


Thank You!



Clean Energy Transition 
Partnership

By
Irene Ward

Research, Development and Demonstration
SEAI



Overview

Overview of Research, Development and Demonstration

Clean Energy Transition Partnership

National Energy RD&D Call launch



SEAI National 
Energy RDD 

Funding 
Programme

Strategic 
Research 

Partnerships

National & 
International 

Research 
Coordination

National 
Energy 

Research & 
Policy 

Conference

IEA – 
Reporting 
national 
energy 

investment

SEAI Research & Innovation Supports

Lead & coordinate energy research 
supports in Ireland



Clean Energy Technology Partnership





Where does the CETPartnership come from?
• Builds on 15 years of transnational cooperation in 9 energy relevant ERA-Nets
• Build up of trust and established practices in:

• conducting joint calls, 
• monitoring progress, 
• sharing data, information and knowledge beyond the projects
• deducing strategic knowledge, 
• maximising the impact of funded projects and their established European and international 

relationships

CETPartnership



The Transition Initiatives (TRIs) are thematic configurations of CETPartnership
funding partners in order to work together on a specific Strategic Research and
Innovation Agenda (SRIA) Challenge.

The CETPartnership has established the following 7 TRIs which address the seven CETPartnership RTDI
Challenges as described in the Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA). Each of the TRIs is led
by one of the CETPartnership partners, known as the TRI Lead.



• SEAI funded Irish partners in 4 
international projects in 2022 call

• 2023 Call launched in September 
2023

• Funding Decisions in June 2024

2024 call will launch in September 
2024 (Tentative) 
Visit https://cetpartnership.eu/ 

https://cetpartnership.eu/




A few hints to 
prepare for 
the 
applications

• Consortia requirements (number of countries/regions involved,
type of partners etc.)

• Eligibility/in-eligibility issues

• Carefully read the call text and the national/regional
requirement annexes from countries/regions involved in your
project

• Due date for submission: date/time

• Contact the Call Management or the national/regional contact
points. For SEAI contact energyresearch@seai.ie

mailto:energyresearch@seai.ie


National Energy Research, Development and 
Demonstration Call

Due to launch at the end of March 2024
https://www.seai.ie/grants/research-funding/research-development-and-
demonstration-fund/  

https://www.seai.ie/grants/research-funding/research-development-and-demonstration-fund/
https://www.seai.ie/grants/research-funding/research-development-and-demonstration-fund/


SEAI National Energy RD&D Programme - Overarching goals

Accelerate 
development & 
deployment of 

competitive energy 
products, 

processes & 
systems

Enable barriers to 
market uptake to 

be overcome

Grow Ireland's 
capacity to access, 

develop & apply 
international class 

energy RD&D

Provide energy 
policy guidance & 

support



Open to companies, research organisations, public sector and semi-state bodies
The SEAI RD&D Funding Programme provides the opportunity for applicants to submit proposals 
to either the Topic Strand or Open strand:

Topic Strand

 applicants submit 
proposals that 

address specific 
topics

Open Strand

applicants propose projects 
within SEAI’s remit, which 

directly address the aims and 
objectives of the SEAI RD&D 

Funding Programme

'Top-down'

'Bottom-up'

SEAI National Energy Research, Development & 
Demonstration (RD&D) Programme



For more information visit our website or for 
any queries, please get in touch with us: 

https://www.seai.ie/grants/research-funding/
energyresearch@seai.ie



Thank You!
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