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Abstract 
Renewable energy communities (RECs) 
are entities which are owned by 
shareholders or members that live near 
the renewable energy projects. RECs can 
make the energy transition fairer, build 
social cohesion and increase local 
economic development.  However, the 
challenges to the development of RECs 
are significant due to financial risk, 
complexity of development and a lack of 
local expertise. To date the development 
of RECs in Ireland has been limited. The 
Recode project explores the potential for 
communities to collaborate with 
experienced developers to avoid many of 
the risks associated with REC 
development. To identify barriers and 
opportunities for co-ownership, a series of 
online focus groups were carried out with 
Irish and international community energy 
participants; Irish renewable energy 
industry and Irish policymakers.  
Research Outcomes 
The power dynamic in collaborative 
ownership projects is key.  Community 
participants outlined the need to  
protect the community share with strong 
accountability and governance structures. 
Additional support from government 
agencies is also required. Working with an 
approachable and trustworthy industry 
partner is crucial.  
Participants noted the pragmatic strategic 
advantages of engaging in collaborative 
models. These benefits include cost and 
complexity reductions, and skills and 
capacity building. Developers and broader 
society benefit from reduced opposition to 
development and an expedited energy 
transition.  
However, significant barriers to co-
ownership exist, including grid connection 

issues, perceived lack of political will, 
RESS policy restrictions and hybrid grid 
connection issues. Industry indicates that 
financial institutions may still have 
concerns due to a lack of existing models. 
Recommendations 
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